
  
THE RHODE ISLAND WOMEN’S BAR ASSOCIATION 

 
Requests Your Nominations for 

The Ada Sawyer Annual Award of Excellence 
To be presented at the RIWBA’s 

2010 Annual Dinner 
 

The Ada Sawyer award is presented annually to a person in our community who 
exemplifies the mission of the RIWBA and the pioneer spirit of Ada Sawyer.   
 
RIWBA’s Mission.  Rhode Island Women's Bar Association promotes the advancement of the status of 
women in Rhode Island and in the legal profession. RIWBA encourages open discussion on topics which 
have local, national, or international significance to women generally and to female attorneys in 
particular. RIWBA advocates for the fair and equal administration of justice throughout the state of 
Rhode Island.  RIWBA promotes philanthropy, education, mentoring and networking in Rhode Island. 
 
Ada Sawyer.  Ada Sawyer worked for Charles Salisbury and Percy Winchester Gardner in their law office 
at 75 Westminster Street after she graduated from high school in 1909.  Mr. Gardner encouraged Ada, his 
secretary, to begin studying law.  In 1917, Ada registered to take the bar exam.  At that time, Rhode 
Island still permitted apprenticeships for a period of three years, after which the apprentice could sit for 
the bar exam without attending college or law school.  Ada Sawyer was the first woman to sit for the 
Rhode Island Bar Exam on September 24, 1920.  She was one of twelve persons to pass the exam who 
had not gone to college or law school.  Shortly after that, the firm became Gardner and Sawyer.  Mr. 
Gardner and Ada remained in practice together for 46 years.   
 
If you know any candidates that exemplify these traits, please nominate them for 2010 RIWBA 
Ada Sawyer award! 
 
I hereby nominate ______________________________________ for the Ada Sawyer Annual 
Award of Excellence and wish to state the following in support of my nomination: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Name (optional): _________________________________ 
Telephone (optional): ______________________________ 
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Please return completed forms/nominations by email, fax or regular mail to: 

 
Aileen L Sprague 
Motley Rice LLC 

321 South Main Street 
Providence, RI 02903-7109 
asprague@motleyrice.com 

401.457.7737 
401.457.7708 (FAX) 

 
Please return the form so we receive it April 15, 2010 
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